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Councils of less than 50,000 people are eligible for Commonwealth funding to upgrade or install new infrastructure for practical water saving and loss reduction projects.  Communities within the Murray-Darling Basin have been encouraged to apply under a dedicated Murray-Darling Basin element.    
The Commonwealth has just released two sets of implementation and funding guidelines focused on water savings and water loss reduction initiatives that will be of interest to Queensland councils.  The National Water Security Plan for Cities and Towns was announced along with the Strengthening Basin Communities Program: Water Saving Initiative element which is focused on assisting communities within the Murray-Darling Basin.  

Please note that the National Water Security Plan for Cities and Towns competitive grants element funding round closes Tuesday, 1 December 2009.  The first stage of the Strengthening Basin Communities Program: Water Saving Initiative element closed on 21 August 2009 applications for this second stage of the program closes 5pm (EDT) Friday, 6 November 2009. 

The National Water Security Plan for Cities and Towns  is providing $254.8 million to cities and towns for funding to save water and reduce water losses.  This second stage of the Water for the Future plan is intended to provide support to councils representing communities of less than 50,000 people which are eligible for funding to upgrade older pipes and water systems and to install new infrastructure.  Eligible activities may include but not limited to:
· recycling and reuse

· leakage and pressure reduction

· smart metering

· efficient urban irrigation technologies

· stormwater capture and reuse schemes

· desalination

· water sensitive urban design initiatives. 

Projects which are not permitted include those that increase net extraction from groundwater or surface water resources such as bores, dams or transfer pipelines, or activities that are not supported by sound water supply planning  

Initial funding round closes 5pm (EDT) Tuesday, 1 December 2009.  Enquiries can be made directly to the Commonwealth on 800 218 478 (toll free) or by email NWSPCT@environment.gov.au or see (http://www.environment.gov.au/water/programs/urban/nwspct.html)

Those communities located within the Murray-Darling Basin are encouraged to apply for funding under the Strengthening Basin Communities Program: Water Saving Initiative element which has similar criteria to the above program.  Under this program competitive grants will be available for local governments in the Murray-Darling Basin (MDB) to: 
· assist them in community-wide planning for a future with less water

· invest in water savings initiatives including cost effective water infrastructure that meets the needs of communities now and into the future. 

The initial funding round closes 5pm (EDT) Friday, 6 November 2009.  Enquiries can be made directly to the Commonwealth at 1800 218 478 (toll free), or by email SBC@environment.gov.au (or see  http://www.environment.gov.au/water/programs/basin-communities/index.html)
If you require further information please contact Rob Fearon, CEO, qldwater on 3252 4701 email: rfearon@qldwater.com.au or Mark Piorkowski, Manager,  Environment and Planning on 3000 2226 email: mark_piorkowski@lgaq.asn.au 
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